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“We are Alabaster, Shelby County’s premier community
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The contents of the Comprehensive Plan are designed to serve as a guide in the
public and private development of land and as such are not binding upon the City
of Alabaster when making specific land use decisions and public investments.
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Design Recommendations Introduction

Introduction

Through the planning process, two priority
redevelopment areas within the City of Alabaster
were identified to achieve the vision of the
Alabaster Forward Comprehensive Plan (see Figure
1.1). These include Siluria Mill and the Medical
Mile. Targeting development in these areas will
contribute to making Alabaster a preferred place to
live and work. Such developments will also create
a ripple effect by increasing daytime population,
drawing more visitors to Alabaster and spurring
additional development. Due to their large size, any
redevelopment efforts will require collaboration
between the City and the private sector. The
Alabaster Forward Plan development process
created specific redevelopment concepts for both
Siluria Mill and the Medical Mile, which took into
consideration their existing land uses, demographic
profile, market profile, existing traffic patterns
and their need for urban design. These concepts
are illustrative in nature and aim to represent the
community’s visions* for how the areas should be
redeveloped.

* The City of Alabaster, along with the Regional
Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham
(RPCGB) sought to receive community and
stakeholder input for these two areas during the
week of April 27, 2015 – April 30, 2015 through the
Open Design Studio. The Open Design Studio was a
series of workshops and Open House that focused
on identifying improvements to urban design
character, transportation, mobility and economic
opportunities specifically for Siluria Mill and the
Medical Mile. A full summary of the Open Design
Studio week can be found in Appendix C of the
Alabaster Forward Comprehensive Plan.

The visions represented in this document are not
final, or exact, and will evolve overtime when
provided with the right tools and incentives as
catalysts. The objective of this document is to
promote positive development by recommending
new development in Siluria Mill and the Medical
Mile and to generate greater architectural and
urban design standards than their current condition.
If achieved, Siluria Mill and the Medical Mile will
continue to transform into vibrant and exciting
public spaces. The following pages provide fact
sheets and study area maps of Siluria Mill (Figures
1.2 and 1.3) and the Medical Mile (Figures 1.4 and
1.5) as they exist today.
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Figure 1.1: Priority Areas for Redevelopment
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Design Recommendations Introduction
Figure 1.2: Siluria Mill Factsheet

SILURIA MILL FACT SHEET
Located in the heart of Alabaster, Siluria Mill encompasses approximately 300 acres and stretches westward to Buck Creek,
southward to Thompson Road, eastward to CSX Railroad, and northward to 6th Avenue Southwest. Formerly known as the
Town of Siluria before its annexation by the City of Alabaster in 1971, this area was home to the historic Buck Creek Cotton
Mill. Today, the site is occupied by the new Alabaster City Hall and Senior Center, along with other municipal properties.

Why Siluria Mill?
Historical Significance
As the former home of the Buck Creek Cotton Mill, the area
contains the some of Alabaster’s last remaining historic houses
- remnants of the adjacent mill village that once served as
residences for mill workers.

Location
With the addition of the new City Hall and Senior Center, proximity
to Buck Creek Trail and State Route 119, and its historical appeal,
Siluria Mill is a prime location for redevelopment. Add Siluria Mill’s
walkability and well-connected street network to the mix, and you
have an area that could be the City’s civic and cultural epicenter all while supporting mixed-use developments.

Transportation Concerns

13%

9%

7%

EXISTING
27%
LAND USE

State Route 119 is one of Alabaster’s most heavily used corridors,
connecting Alabaster with the City of Montevallo . As a result,
congestion has become a major issue during peak travel hours.
Addressing this issue is critical to improving the City’s north-south
circulation and redeveloping Siluria Mill.

2%

Siluria Mill Profile

(Within a 3 miles Radius)

Total Households

23%

Average Household Size
Median Household Income

19%

Median Home Value
Owner Occupied

commercial

residential

industrial

undeveloped

institutional

utilities +
transportation

recreational

April 2015

OPEN DESIGN STUDIO
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Renter Occupied

14,681
2.77
$71,493
$175,579
86%
18%

Siluria Mill is Moving FORWARD!
The City of Alabaster and the RPCGB invite you to the Open
Design Studio for the Medical Mile + Siluria Mill activity centers on
April 27, 2015- April 30, 2015.
Visit http://www.alabasterforward.com/open-studios.html for more
information!
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Figure 1.3: Siluria Mill Study Area Map
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Design Recommendations Introduction
Figure 1.4: Medical Mile Factsheet

MEDICAL MILE FACT SHEET
The Medical Mile is approximately a 1.8 mile corridor along U.S. 31 between County Road 68 and State Route 119 that connects residents and the surrounding community to hundreds of services. Here’s why the Medical Mile was chosen as a area
of opportunity by Alabaster residents, city staff, and the Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham
(RPCGB):
US 31

Historical Significance
Historically, the stretch of U.S. 31 between 2nd Street and State
Route 119 served as the Main Street and commercial heart of what
is now known as Downtown Alabaster.

INDUSTRIAL RD

Transportation Concerns
This corridor has a significant amount of vehicular traffic, very few
pedestrian connections, and limited accessibility due to the
proximity of the rail line and little connectivity for pedestrians.
Ease of movement to and through this commercial district , should
be encouraged, by a multi-modal transportation system to foster
reliable + frequent local customers.

Diversity of Services

1ST AVE

U.S. 31 hosts a variety of development types that
contribute to its success as a vibrant activity corridor for Alabaster.

1%
29%

30%

EXISTING
LAND USE
12%

food and beverage
vacant uses
health services
residential services

20% of businesses and 73% of jobs in Alabaster are
located along the Medical Mile.

undeveloped

industrial

residential

commercial

The largest employers along U.S. 31 are Shelby Baptist Medical
Center (1,100 employees), Shelby Ridge Rehabilitation
Center (200 employees), and Cardiovascular Associates PC (200
employees ).

institutional

utilities +
transportation

The Medical Mile is Moving FORWARD!

April 2015

OPEN DESIGN STUDIO
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civic services

Above: the percent of service types along the Medical Mile.

10%
19%

1%
10%
10%
16%
22%
41%

The City of Alabaster and the RPCGB invite you to the Open
Design Studio for the Medical Mile + Siluria Mill activity centers on
April 27, 2015- April 30, 2015.
Visit http://www.alabasterforward.com/open-studios.html for more
information!
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Figure 1.5: U.S. 31 Medical Mile Study Area Map

FOOD DEPOT
BIGLOTS
STAPLES

31

ERNEST
MCCARTY FORD

SPECIFICATION RUBBER
PRODUCTS
68

CO UN
TY R
D

68
68

INDUSTRIAL RD

1ST S

9TH ST W

RE

POLICE DEPARTMENT
1ST AVE W

SI
M
M
SV
IL
LE

EK

KC
BUC

RD

TN

SHELBY BAPTIST
MEDICAL CENTER

SOL AZTECA

MEDICINE
CHEST

ABBEY WOOLEY
PARK

BLUE BUILDING
ANTIQUES

ALABASTER FLORIST

LEGEND
11

Project Boundary
Structures

HISTORIC
DOWNTOWN

Undeveloped land
Wetland
Parks + Greenspaces
Railroad

ALDI’S

Alabaster Forward: Appendix E Design Recommendations

7

Alabaster Forward: Appendix E Design Recommendations

CHAPTER 2x

Siluria Mill
Design
Recommendations

9

Siluria Mill Design Recommendations

Siluria Mill Redevelopment
Scenarios
Redevelopment Scenario A:

Example Mixed-Use Residential units, Staplewood
Development (Source: Gate 17 Architecture)

Why Siluria Mill?
Located in the heart of Alabaster, Siluria Mill
encompasses approximately 300 acres and stretches
westward to Buck Creek, southward to Thompson
Road, eastward to the CSX Railroad, and northward
to 6th Avenue Southwest. Formally known as the
town of Siluria before its annexation by the City of
Alabaster in 1971, this area was home to the historic
Buck Creek Cotton Mill. Today, the site is occupied
by the new Alabaster City Hall and Senior Center,
along with other municipal properties. The district
was selected for more intensive evaluation and more
detail planning and design due to the addition of
the new City Hall and Senior Center, proximity to
Buck Creek Trail and State Route 119 (SR 119), and
its historical appeal. Siluria Mill is a prime location
for redevelopment and the City of Alabaster has
a desire to transform its current status - an aging
neighborhood - into the City’s civic and cultural
epicenter with mixed-use developments to serve a
range of citizens.

This scenario illustrates what might happen if Siluria
Mill continues to grow primarily under the current
single-family development trend. 11th Avenue
SW would be lined with mixed-use buildings. The
surrounding properties would be comprised of
smaller single family detached residential homes,
and two senior living structures (consisting of condos
or single family attached residential units) fronting
SR 119. New neighborhood commercial/retail would
be developed between 9th Avenue SW and 6th
Avenue SW. While no new municipal structures are
proposed in this redevelopment scenario, seven new
greenspaces are envisioned.
The following elements correspond to the numbers
in the “Redevelopment Scenario A” concept in
Figure 2.1:
1. Mixed-use development is constructed along
11th Avenue SW and SR 119, between 10th
Avenue SW and 12th Avenue SW.
2. Municipal Way is extended from 11th Avenue
SW to 6th Avenue SW on the west side of the
CSX Railroad.
3. A linear park (extension of Buck Creek Park) is
located along the west side of 8th Street SW
4. A pocket park is constructed along the west
side of 7th Street SW fronted by single family
detached homes.
5. Senior living units are constructed along SR
119 between 10th Ave and 11th Ave SW.
6. Detached single family residential units on
both sides of Railroad Street.
7. The remaining original village mill houses are
preserved along 13th Avenue SW and SR 119.
8. Streetscape improvements are made
(see Recommendation 3, Streetscape
Improvements, later in this chapter)
9. New neighborhood commercial type buildings
are constructed north of 9th Avenue SW.

10
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Figure 2.1: Siluria Mill Redevelopment Scenario A Concept
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Redevelopment Scenario B:

This scenario iillustrates what might happen if almost
all of the property in Siluria Mill is redeveloped.
Under this scenario, 11th Avenue SW would
redevelop into a pedestrian oriented main street,
which has a bulb-out plaza with outdoor seating, and
is fronted by new mixed-use buidings To the north of
11th Avenue SW, between 9th Avenue SW and 10th
Avenue SW, a senior living development consisting
of 11 structures is proposed. South of 11th Avenue
SW, between Municipal Way and SR 119, single
family attached homes and live / work buildings
are proposed in order to attract a more diverse
set of incomes to the area. Single family detached
homes are shown west of Railroad Street, between
13th Avenue SW and Stadium Drive. Neighborhood
commercial is proposed to the north of 9th Ave
SW. Lastly, the existing civic campus is expanded
to include a town green and amphitheater, a new
library, an additional civic building, a new recreation
center, and the addition of eight new greenspaces.

is located along the west side of 8th Street
SW and is fronted by single family detached
homes.
9. New live / work units front SR 119 to the south
of 12th Avenue SW.
10. Single family attached units are situated south
of 13th Avenue SW, on the west side of the
CSX Railroad.
11. Senior living units are constructed along SR
119 between 9th Avenue SW and 11th Avenue
SW.
12. Streetscape improvements are made
(see Recommendation 3, Streetscape
Improvements, later in this chapter)
13. New neighborhood commercial type building
are constructed north of 9th Avenue SW.

The following elements correspond to the numbers
in the “Redevelopment Scenario B” concept in
Figure 2.2:
1. Mixed-use buildings are constructed along
11th Avenue SW and SR 119, between 10th
Avenue SW and 12th Avenue SW.
2. A bulb-out plaza with outdoor seating area
is constructed along the south side of 11th
Avenue SW.
3. A large tree-lined amphitheater is constructed
at the end of the 11th Avenue SW extension.
A small plaza around the Historic Water Tower
is situated at the northeastern corner of the
amphitheater.
4. A new recreation center is constructed to the
east of the existing Senior Center. Parking is
located at the rear of the Senior Center to
allow buildings to front and spatially define 7th
Street SW.
5. A new library is built adjacent to City Hall.
6. An additional civic building is constructed to
the north of City Hall.
7. Municipal Way is extended from 11th Avenue
SW to 6th Avenue SW on the west side of the
CSX Railroad.
8. A linear park (extension of Buck Creek Park)
12
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Figure 2.2: Siluria Mill Redevelopment Scenario B Concept
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Redevelopment Scenario C:

This scenario illustrates what might happen if the
City of Alabaster were to place its strongest priority
on preserving and rehabilitating 11th Avenue SW
and the properties east of Railroad Street, between
6th Avenue SW to 14th Avenue SW. The area is
visualized much like Redevelopment Scenario B, but
with modest density. Instead of a bulb-out plaza,
11th Avenue would be redeveloped with a landscape
median to provide a pedestrian oriented gathering
space. South of 11th Avenue would be redeveloped
with fewer single family attached residences, as
well as live work buildings. In this scenario some of
the historic mill houses would be preserved. Like
Redevelopment Scenario B, single family detached
homes are proposed west of Railroad Street,
between 13th Avenue SW and Stadium Drive, and
new and neighborhood commercial is proposed
north of 9th Ave SW. This scenario also emphasizes
the expansion of city services, with the addition
of a new library, an additional civic building, a new
recreation center, a new city conference center and
the addition of four new greenspaces.
The following elements correspond to the numbers
in the “Redevelopment Scenario C” concept in
Figure 2.3:
1. Mixed-use buildings are constructed along
11th Avenue SW and SR 119, between 10th
Avenue SW and 12th Avenue SW.

spatially define 7th Street Southwest.
7. Municipal Way is extended from 11th Avenue
SW to 6th Avenue SW on the west side of the
CSX Railroad.
8. A linear park (extension of Buck Creek Park)
is located along the west side of 8th Street
SW and is fronted by single family detached
homes.
9. Pocket parks are constructed along the west
side of 7th Street SW and are fronted by single
family detached houses.
10. Single family attached units face Railroad
Street and front both sides of 12th Avenue SW
on the east side of the CSX Railroad.
11. A new city conference center.
12. New live work / units front SR 119 between
12 Avenue SW and 13th Avenue SW and are
adjacent to a new conference building.
13. The remaining original village mill houses are
preserved along 13th Avenue SW and SR 119
on the east side of the CSX Railroad.
14. Senior living units are constructed along SR
119 between 9th Avenue SW and 11th Avenue
SW.
15. New neighborhood commercial type buildings
are constructed north of 9th Avenue SW.

2. A landscaped green/commons is constructed
along 11th Avenue SW between the mixed-use
buildings.
3. The civic campus is expanded with the
construction of a new town green/
amphitheater that is fronted by City Hall. The
historic water tower is the focal point of the
new town green/amphitheater.
4. A new library is built, which terminates at the
vista at the end of 11th Avenue SW extension.
5. An additional civic building is constructed to
the north of City Hall.
6. A new recreation center is constructed near
the existing Senior Center with a common
green connecting the two facilities and
providing additional passive recreation space.
Parking is located at the rear of the existing
Senior Center to allow buildings to front and

14
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Figure 2.3: Siluria Mill Redevelopment Scenario C Concept
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Shared Recommendations

In order to accomplish Siluria Mill’s vision, four
shared recommendations related to the area’s
redevelopment have been identified within each of
the three Redevelopment Scenarios (A, B, and C):
1. Create a town center
2. Build additional greenspaces
3. Redevelop 11th Avenue SW
4. Diversify housing options

Recommendation 1: Create a Town
Center
While Alabaster values its small town character, it
lacks an important element common to many small
towns - a town center. A “Town Center” is envisioned
as the focal point for civic and cultural life in the
City of Alabaster. An available site, setback from SR
119, 11th Avenue SW, and Municipal Way provides
an ideal location to develop the town center. If
located directly across from the exisiting City Hall
and Senior Center, and north of Thompson High
School and Thompson Intermediate School, the town
center would be a central location – giving Alabaster
a strong visual identity and a space to foster
community life. The proposed town center would
be anchored by cultural and institutional buildings,
as well as a new town green to expand the civic
campus. In addition to civic and cultural amenities,
the town center should also feature shops, offices,
and residences to generate an assortment of activity
throughout the day, as well as at night.

Preserve the Historic Water Tower

Located on 7th Avenue SW, the historic water tower
is a source of civic and cultural pride, and is an
important distinguishing element to Siluria Mill’s
sense-of-place. As Siluria Mill is redeveloped, it is
recommended that the Historic Siluria Mill water
tower be preserved to help distinguish it from other
areas of the city, reinforcing its unique character. The
water tower also helps people to orient themselves
within the community.
Action 1.1 New development should not obscure
existing views of the water tower.

Alabaster City Hall and Historic Water Tower.

Expand the Civic Campus

The expanded civic campus would be comprised
of the following civic and cultural structures, all of
which would flank the proposed town green: the
existing Alabaster City Hall, the existing Alabaster
Senior Center, a new library and a new recreation
center. A desire for a new library and a recreation
center where identified as opportunities for
development during the Public Involvement process
of the Alabaster Forward planning period.
Action 1.1 Construct a new (Llarger) library
Action 1.2 Construct a new recreation center
Action 1.3 Construct a town green and amphitheater
(see next section)
16
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Recommendation 2: Build Additional
Greenspaces
Three types of greenspaces are proposed in each
redevelopment concept and include a town green
and amphitheater, a linear park and a number of
pocket parks.

Town Green and Amphitheater

A complementary town green and amphitheater are
recommended at the intersection of 11th Avenue
SW and Municipal Way to provide a central venue for
cultural and civic events in the City of Alabaster. In
all three redevelopment concepts, the Historic water
tower is envisioned as the focal point of the town
green. The town green and amphitheater would
provide a central location for the following activities:
•

Alabaster Farmer’s Market

•

Movies on the Green

•

Trash to Treasures Extravaganza

•

Street Fairs/ Markets

•

A place for surrounding workers to eat lunch

•

Outdoor space for the Senior Center

•

Passive Recreation

Linear Park (Extension of Buck Creek Park)

In addition to the town green, and new linear park is
recommended along 8th Street SW and would serve
as an extension to Buck Creek Park. It is intended to
be a dynamic public open space that would connect
residents to Warrior Park, Thompson High School,
Thompson Intermediate School, and to the extended
Buck Creek Trail. Specifically, the park might include
the following elements:
•

Shade trees

•

ADA assessible paved walking trail

•

Sitting areas

•

Transportation elements for cyclist and
pedestrians

Action 1.3 Construct a Linear Park

Action 1.1 Expand the existing greenspace between
City Hall and the Senior Center
Action 1.2 Construct an Amphitheater Promote Local
Events and Festivals at the Town Green.

Linear Pocket Park at the HighPoint Development in Seattle,
Washington (Source:http://mithun.com)

Pocket Parks

A number of pocket parks are recommended the
Siluria Mill community. Pocket parks, or mini parks,
are visible from the street, small in scale, and are
located in areas where significant pedestrian traffic
is expected. These neighborhood parks can serve a
variety of functions including: small event space, play
areas for children, passive recreational spaces, sitting
areas, and additional greenspace. Pocket parks are
proposed in the locations listed below.
•
A sponsored event at the Amphitheater in Avondale Park
(Source: Marco Morosini)

Five pocket parks are proposed in
Redevelopment Scenario A. The first is
proposed inside the single family detached
development between 7th Street SW and 8th
Street SW. Three additional pocket parks are

Alabaster Forward: Appendix E Design Recommendations
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proposed between 13th Avenue Southwest
and 14th Avenue Southwest and front the
proposed single family detached residential
units. The last park, located near Stadium Drive
and 15th Avenue SW would act as a buffer for
surrounding residents and Thompson High
School.
•

•

Six pocket parks are proposed in
Redeveloment Scenario B. The first is proposed
inside the single family detached development
between 7th Street SW and 8th Street SW.
Next, a series of three parks is proposed along
7th Avenue SW, significantly expanding the
amount of Greenspace available to residents.
Subsequently, a common green would be
shared by residents along 15th Avenue
Southwest and Stadium Drive creating a buffer
between residents and Thompson High School.
Finally, a formal gathering space is proposed
between SR 119 and Railroad Street near the
proposed live work development.
Two pocket parks are proposed in
Redevelpoment Scenario C. One is proposed
inside the single family detached development
between 7th Street Southwest and 8th Street
Southwest. Another would be located along
7th Street SW and would act as a shared
central green for the fronting single family
detached units.

Action 1.4 Construct unique pocket parks/green
spaces.

Recommendation 3: Redevelop 11th
Avenue SW

Historically, 11th Avenue Southwest between SR 119
and Municipal Way / Railroad Street served as Siluria
Mill’s main street. Presently, a mix of residential and
institutional uses exist along the street. All three
design concepts recommend the redevelopment
of 11th Avenue Southwest, between 10th Avenue
Southwest and 12th Avenue Southwest, into a
street lined with mixed-use buildings comprised of
new retail establishments, restaurants, offices, and
residences.

Construct Mixed-Use Buildings

The construction of a mixed-use buildings would
enable a diverse group of incomes to live in the
community, and provide housing for workers,
young families, seniors, and millennials. In addition
to providing housing, the new development
would provide a new destination for citizens, and
activate the community after 5pm. New mixed-use
development should conform to the following:
•

Be should be accessible by pedestrians.

•

Buildings should be sited so that they frame
the street and their faces are oriented toward
the street.

•

New commercial development should
be integrated with the surrounding
neighborhood.

Action 1.1 Rezone properties along 11th Avenue
Southwest from General Commercial uses to MixedUse.
Action 1.2 Acquire property on 11th Avenue
Southwest and adjacent property for Mixed-Use
development.
Action 1.3 Construct a Mixed-use development.

Parking

Neighborhood Pocket Park (Source: http://cherrywood.org)

18

Existing parking in Siluria Mill consists of on-street
parking, private driveways, and shared parking
behind the existing civic buildings. If the mixed-use
development is constructed, more parking will have
to be created to meet consumer demand.
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Figure 2.4: Proposed redevelopment scenarios for 11th Avenue SW.
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New parking should be conform to the following:
•

Parking for new mixed-use development area
should be provided in the rear of the buildings.

•

On- street parking should be provided on both
sides of 11th Avenue Southwest.

Action 1.5 Develop a Streetscape Master Plan for
Siluria Mill.
Action 1.6 Develop a Sidewalk Master Plan for Siluria
Mill to include new sidewalks and maintenance
strategies.

Action 1.4 Preform a parking study to determine if
parallel or 90 degree parking spots are appropriate
or to determine if structured parking would be
needed.

Streetscape Improvements

As 11th Avenue Southwest is redeveloped, roadway
access and design will aid in defining Siluria Mill’s
unique character. Given this, the current streetscape
should be updated and maintained to reflect the
vibrant nature of the improved community. While
the existing trees should be preserved, where
possible, several improvements are recommended:
•

Redevelopment Scenario A visualizes 11th
Avenue Southwest as a two lane roadway with
sidewalk and landscape improvements.

•

Redevelopment Scenario B envisions 11th
Avenue Southwest as a two lane roadway,
with sidewalk improvements, new landscape
elements, and a bulb-out plaza with outdoor
seating area.

•

Redevelopment Scenario C imagines 11th
Avenue Southwest as a two lane roadway,
with sidewalk improvements, new landscape
elements, and a landscaped median (with
trees and benches).

•

All three redeveloment scenario concepts
conceptualize:
◦◦ New sidewalks on both sides of 11th
Avenue SW.
◦◦ On-street parking on at least one side of
the street.
◦◦ New trees planted in tree wells of the
sidewalks, where older trees cannot be
preserved.
◦◦ New pedestrian light posts where needed.
◦◦ Street furniture.
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Streetscape as a Stormwater Management Device
(Source: www.thefield.asla.org)

Traditional streetscape elements can include: street trees,
planter boxes, wide sidewalks, outdoor seating (benches
or outdoor cafes), trash cans, bike racks,light posts, and
wayfinding signage (Source: Bilson Assoicates).

Recommendation 4: Diversify
Housing Options

Within a 1.5 mile radius of Siluria Mill there are
approximately 6,834 total housing units, most of
which are single-family detached homes. Of these
units, 78% are owner occupied, 15.1% are renter
occupied, and 6.9% are vacant. It is projected that
there will be approximately 7,162 housing units
(328 new units) by 2019 (U.S. Census Bureau 2010
and ESRI 2014 forecasts). Given this, there is an
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opportunity and need to diversify the types of
housing choices available in Siluria Mill to rebuild
it as a community of choice. Moreover, future
development within Siluria Mill will need to be well
connected to existing neighborhoods to enhance
livability and preserve aspects of the existing
neighborhoods. Each design concept visualizes a
variety of proposed housing types that are defined
below:
•

Single family detached dwelling: a freestanding residential building, consisting of only
one dwelling unit and is completely separated
by open space on all sides from any other
structure.

•

Single family attached dwellings: two or more
dwelling units placed one on top of another
and/or side by side sharing common walls,
common floors, and ceilings. Single family
attached dwellings may include condos or
lofts, duplexes and townhomes.

•

Live / work units: a dwelling unit that contains,
to a limited extent, a commercial component.
Live work buildings are typically free standing,
with the commercial component limited to the
ground level. They are intended to provide
a housing and business accommodation in
order to foster the development of small
businesses and artisans, provide more job
opportunities, allow homeowners to increase
their quality of life by reducing automobile
usage, and toencourage the construction of
the pedestrian realm.

•

Mixed -use building: the combination of both
commercial / retail and residential uses within
a single building of two or more stories.

•

Senior living units: multi-unit senior housing
developments for independent and assisted
living needs.

•

New commercial development should be
integrated with the surrounding neighborhood
services.

•

Parking for new development should be
provided in the rear of the building.

Example Single Family Attached Dwelling in Chattanooga

Example Live/work Units at the Bristol Rising Development
in (Source: Robin Messerli )

New residential housing should conform to the
following:
•

Development should be easily accessible by
pedestrians.

•

Buildings should be sited so that they frame
the street and their faces are oriented toward
the street.
Alabaster Forward: Appendix E Design Recommendations
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Medical Mile Design Recommendations

Why the Medical Mile?

The Alabaster Medical Mile is a 1.8 mile long
corridor located along U.S. 31, between County Road
68 (CR 68) and State Route 119 (SR 119). It links
residents, the Shelby Medical Professional’s Office
building, the Shelby Baptist Medical Center, and
several independent medical providers and medical
groups. It also links residents and businesses alike to
hundreds of retail and commercial services.
The corridor was selected for more intensive
evaluation and more detailed planning and design
because of its historical significance, increasing
transportation concerns, and the diversity of jobs
and services located within it. The Medical Mile is
one of the City of Alabaster’s commercial corridors.
However, the City has a desire to redefine the
corridor’s image and role, transforming it from just
a commuter corridor that only serves employees
and visitors to the medical uses during the daytime
to a multifunctioning place that offers area
residents, corridor employees, and visitors multiple
opportunities to engage in various dining, retail,
and service experiences. In order to accomplish
this, six design recommendations related to the
corridor’s envisioned land uses and urban design
characteristics have been identified. They are:

The following elements correspond to the numbers
in the “Medical Mile Redevelopment Scenario”
concept plan in Figure 3.1:
1. Consolidate driveways on U.S. 31 and provide
shared access when possible.
2. Extend the Buck Creek Trail from Buck Creek
Park northward to the proposed Industrial
Drive Mixed-Use Center.
3. Construct new mixed-use development just
south of 1st Avenue West and U.S. 31.
4. Construct new commercial development on
1st Street between 1st Avenue West and 2nd
Place Southwest.
5. Construct new live / work buildings along 2nd
Avenue Southwest.
6. Extend 1st Avenue West across U.S. 31 to the
east and construct a mixed-use development.

2. Buck Creek Trail extension

7. Construct a mixed-use development at U.S. 31
at Industrial Road / CR 66 and include a new
municipal park and civic center.

3. U.S. 31 roadway redevelopment

8. Construct a new civic center.

4. Redevelop Historic Downtown

9. Construct a new mixed-use development
along U.S. 31, between 7th Avenue NE and 5th
Avenue Southwest, just south of Shelby Baptist
Medical Center.

1. Branding and marketing

5. Industrial Road Mixed-use Development
6. Shelby Medical Mixed-use Development

Redevelopment Scenario

The six design recommendations provide a
foundation for the concept provided in Figure 3.1,
the
“Medical Mile Redevelopment Scenario.”
Under this scenario, it is envisioned that the
properties north of Industrial Drive will be
redeveloped into a vibrant mixed-use center
complete with shops, restaurants, a new civic
center, and a new municipal park. The properties
surrounding Shelby Baptist Medical Center, between
7th Avenue Northeast and 5th Avenue Northeast,
would be redeveloped into a mixed-use node and
24

live / work units. Next, the Historic Downtown
would be revitalized to include a new commercial
and live / work development behind the existing
historic downtown structures, and incorporating a
mixed-use type of development fronting U.S. 31.
Lastly, the roadway of U.S. 31 would be redeveloped
to become the City of Alabaster premier gateway.

10. Construct live / work units along 2nd Street
Northeast.
11. Construct a pocket park at the intersection
of 5th Avenue Northeast and 2nd Street
Northeast.
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Figure 3.1: Medical Mile Redevelopment Scenario Concept
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Recommendation 1: Branding and
Marketing
The City of Alabaster’s Medical Mile corridor is
one of the City’s primary corridors. 20% of all of
the City of Alabaster’s businesses, and 73% of all
of Alabaster’s jobs are located within the corridor.
Because of this, consumer perception of the
corridor is critical to the continuity of Alabaster’s
family-friendly reputation. A strong, well-done
branding of the Medical Mile Corridor will help
craft consumer perceptions of the corridor as a
safe, welcoming place that offers multiple, rich and
existing experiences. To that end, the urban design
character is also a function of the corridors branding,
and ultimately both the shape and form of the
redeveloped built environment should be crafted
to reflect the community’s values and the overall
image desired. In short, the urban design character
is a key part the Medical Mile Corridor’s branding. In
order to advance the Medical Mile’s reputation as a
family-friendly destination, the following objectives
are recommended:
1. Capture an authentic understanding of the
Medical Mile from local business owners,
residents, and consumers to form the
corridor’s desired identity.
2. Create a unified message that is easily shared
across multiple platforms.
3. Brand the Main Street Medical Mile as a
health corridor and destination for retail and
restaurant consumers.
4. Integrate the design of all buildings so that
there is cohesiveness in use, appearance, and
media.

Rebrand the Main Street Medical Mile

Currently, the Main Street Medical Mile is branded
as a one mile linear stretch of roadway that caters
to consumers’ healthcare needs. The slogan reads,
“Where high-quality healthcare and convenience
meet.” On-the-ground research has shown that the
Main Street Medical Mile could be more appealing
if complementary uses were adjacent to medical
providers. Uses such as new restaurants that
could meet employee lunch-time demands, and a
reasonably priced quality hotel to accommodate
both visitors to the corridor as well as the families
of in-patients at the Shelby Baptist Medical Center.
However, both restaurants and hotels need to help
the corridor achieve the desired branding as both
a destination and a health corridor specializing in
family fitness, healthy life-style choices, local food,
farm-to-table restaurants, boutiques, and other
general commercial services.
In addition to ensuring that the businesses and
services in the Medical Mile corridor are reflective
of the desired branding as a health corridor, the
provision of infrastructure and public amenities
can also assist with the corridor’s branding.
Improvements to the corridor’s pedestrian
infrastructure and the addition of both active and
passive greenspace are a key part of the corridor’s
branding. Below are some branding strategies that
should be considered:
•

Change or abbreviatethe existing “Main
Street Medical Mile” name to reflect the
desired brand, to include adjacent nonmedical businesses and services, and to reach
additional audiences.

•

Create a memorable and authentic “tag line”
or slogan that advocates for the corridor,
instead of healthcare facilities and providers.

•

Simplify and enlarge the existing Medical Mile
roadway banners along U.S. 31.

•

Sponsor monthly events to target consumers
to live, work, shop and play in the corridor.

•

Actively manage the corridor with the
formation of a Medical Mile Corridor alliance
or business association.

Current Main Street Medical Mile Logo
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Create a Medical Mile Field Guide

A field guide, or visitor guide, for the Medical
Mile should be created to provide consumers
with information relevant to the corridor. Possible
information to include is listed below:
•

Summaries that the corridor (in general),
recent improvements, corridor events,
connections to the proposed extension of the
Buck Creek Trail, historic Downtown, etc.

•

Directory of businesses, galleries, restaurants,
entertainment venues, and medical providers.

•

Comprehensive corridor map that reflects the
Medical Mile directory.

•

Featured interviews with local businesses,
developers, artists, etc.

•
•

Redesign The Medical Mile Website

The newly branded Medical Mile website, http://
mainstreetmedicalmile.com, aims to promote the
convenient medical care located in Alabaster by
providing an easy way for patients to find a local
medical care provider. Every provider on the mile is
included in the directory at no extra charge. While
the existing website is straight forward and easy
to understand, it could provide users with other
relevant information. The following improvements
are recommended for the Main Street Medical Mile
website:
•

Featured walking tour/bike ride/hike along the
proposed extension of the Buck Creek Trail.

Promote ALL businesses and services located
within the corridor. Include restaurants,
antique and craft stores, entertainment
venues, art galleries, and neighborhood
conveniences.

•

Shuttle service and schedule if a shuttle /
circulator route is implemented (see Appendix
D Transportation Plan).

Sponsor positive news articles about existing
businesses, new development, and events that
happen within the corridor.

•

Provide a comprehensive map for consumers
to locate community and business services,
medical providers, restaurants, community
places, and retail establishments, etc.

•

Continue to link the Medical website and social
media i.e. Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc.

The field guide for Alabaster’s Medical Mile should provide
valuable information for visitors and consumers and include
a business directory, corridor maps, a note from the Mayor,
corridor events, etc. Field Guides should be available online, in
print, and possibly included on the Alabaster First Mobile App.
Below: Birmingham 2015 Tourist Guide

Current Main Street Medical Mile Website
(Source: https://mainstreetmedicalmile.com/)
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Revise the Medical Mile Facebook Page

Having a strong social media presence, especially
on Facebook, places the Medical Mile amongst
hundreds of conversations and provides consumers
with a venue to publicly promote the corridor to
their network of friends and connections. Through
revising the existing Medical Mile Facebook page,
the corridor’s visibility could improve. It also
enables advertisements and posts to target specific
audiences, and provide a positive perception of the
corridor. In addition, the public is able to endorse the
corridor’s businesses and activities. The following
revisions are suggested for corridor’s Facebook page:
•

Encourage posts that are intentional and
targeted; posts should directly related to the
Medical Mile.

•

Develop photo albums that reflect the
corridor’s unique character and events.

•

Encourage providers and businesses located
within the corridor to post, advertise, and
“tag” updates back to their local pages.

•

Advertise community events located outside of
the corridor through “sharing” posts, instead
of directly posting them.

Recommendation 2: Buck Creek Trail
Extension
•

Location: Floodplains along Buck Creek

It is recommended that the Buck Creek Trail be
extended from Buck Creek Park northward to the
U.S. 31 Medical Mile to make the City of Alabaster
more pedestrian friendly. Overall, the extension is
intended to link Siluria Mill to the historic downtown,
the Shelby Baptist Medical Center and the proposed
mixed-use developent with a new civic center off
Industrial Road (see Figure 3.2).
The following improvements are recommended:
•

Create connections to people, places, water,
and wildlife.

•

Consider building the trail extension to be ADA
accessible, and retrofit existing trail system to
be ADA accessible.

•

Build new sidewalks along 1st Avenue W, U.S.
31, 7th Avenue, and CR 66 (Industrial Road).

•

Add new pedestrian-scale light posts, where
needed.

•

Add street furniture

•

Place trailheads in the approximate locations.
◦◦ CR 66 (Industrial Road) at U.S. 31
◦◦ 1st Avenue West at U.S. 31

Current Medical Mile Facebook Page
(Source: https://www.facebook.com/mainstreetmedicalmile)
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Figure 3.2: Proposed Buck Creek Trail Extensions
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Recommendation 3: U.S. 31 Roadway Consolidate Driveways
The 1.8 mile stretch of U.S. 31 from SR 119 to the
Redevelopment
city limits has a total of 63 driveways per mile, or
•

Location: U.S. 31 from CR 66 (Industrial Road)
to SR 119

U.S. 31 is an auto-dominated, four-to-five lane
arterial roadway, and serves as the central corridor
for the City of Alabaster. Depending on one’s
location, the speed limit varies from 35 mph to 55
mph across the total length of the Medical Mile.
There are approximately 300 businesses situated
on both sides of the street. Presently, there is little
pedestrian infrastructure and little to no foot traffic.
To elevate U.S. 31’s role as Alabaster’s gateway
corridor, there are four objectives related to its use
and design:
1. Create an Overlay District along U.S. 31 to
adopt as part of the City of Alabaster Zoning
Ordinance that will encourage a more uniform
and aesthetically pleasing appearance (see
Appendix F for sample language).
2. Apply access management principles to enable
access to land uses while maintaining roadway
safety and mobility through controlling access
location, design, spacing and operation.
3. Provide signage and design features that
identify the corridor as a destination.
4. Blend the design of all development so that
there is a cohesiveness in use and appearance.
Policy 1.

Building Setback and Orientation

Future building setbacks should be similar. The larger
setbacks associated with the existing commercial
development along both sides of U.S. 31 create an
auto centric atmosphere. Future buildings should be
sited so that they frame the highway. Main entrances
should be oriented toward the highway unless they
are a part of a group of buildings. Future parking
should be situated in the rear of the building unless
screened from the highway by a decorative wall or
landscaping.
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111 driveways total. Together, these driveways
contribute to an auto dependent atmosphere with
higher driving speeds, increased accident rates, and
a failure to watch out for pedestrians. It is advised
that the driveways be consolidated in coordination
with the Alabama Department of Transportation’s
recommendations. Whether or not the widening
occurs, some driveways still need to be consolidated.
In addition to closing driveways, cross and shared
access driveways should be added where possible.

Constructed Median

A continuation of the U.S. 31 divided median is
recommended. The divided median should be
completely landscaped with native groundcovers,
shrubbery, and herbaceous species. The following
design guidelines are recommended.
•

The median width should vary depending
on the stretch of U.S. 31, but it should be no
smaller than 8-feet and no greater than 14feet.

•

Two pedestrian refuge islands are suggested.
One at the intersection of Industrial Road and
U.S. 31 and another at 7th Avenue North and
U.S. 31.

Narrow Travel Lanes

It is recommended that the travel lanes along U.S. 31
be narrowed to allow more room to widen sidewalks,
to add streetscape elements and/or to add bicycle
lanes (see Figure 3.3). Proposed vertical elements
like trees, bollards, and light posts discourage
speeding by reducing the optical width of the street.
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Medical Mile Design Recommendations

Figure 3.3: Example U.S. 31 Roadway Redevelopment Street Section
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Pedestrian Infrastructure

Sidewalks could help create and enhance a sense
of place for people to live, work, shop in the U.S. 31
corridor safely amongst cars. In order to make U.S.
31 more pedestrian-friendly and to link restaurants
and services, the following pedestrian improvements
are recommended:
•

Construct new and widened sidewalks along
the full length of the U.S. 31 Medical Mile.

•

Construct cross walks at all major
intersections.

Streetscape Improvements

As an essential entrance and exit corridor, U.S. 31
should be reimagined with attractive streetscape
elements that are in scale with the pedestrian. To
accomplish this, the following is recommended:
•

Plant trees on both sides of the street.

•

Add new pedestrian-scale light posts.

•

Add street furniture.

•

Add street art.

•

Develop and conduct a city-wide beautification
program. This program could include activities
such as tree planting, clean-up projects, and
installation of landscape.

•

Establish gateways to the Medical Mile with
significant, special landscaping to call attention
to its entrance and exit. These should be
located in the approximate locations:

Unified Sign Ordinance

Currently, U.S. 31 is a hodgepodge of development
types and signs. It is recommended that the street be
unified by a new sign ordinance. The sign ordinance
will help to reduce visual pollution within the public
realm, and improve the overall cohesive appearance
of the corridor. The following improvements are
recommended:
•

Create way-finding signs to help pedestrians
and motorists orient and navigate through the
Medical Mile.

•

Implement new sign regulations, such as those
drafted in Appendix F (Sample Language for
Corridors Overlay District)

•

Educate local business owners, developers,
and law enforcement about Alabaster’s
existing sign ordinance, business regulations,
and building codes.

•

Limit the height and size of future signs to
be at a neighborhood scale, instead of at a
highway scale.

Policy 2.

◦◦ CR 68 and U.S. 31
◦◦ SR 119 and U.S. 31

Vehicular wayfinding elements direct motorists to districts, cities,
parks, destinations, and parking. Vehicular wayfinding elements
should be large enough to be seen at high speeds in public rightsof-way.
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Figure 3.4: An illustrative view from U.S. 31 and 5th Street South looking north onto the an extended median
and new streetscape improvements.
Pedestrian wayfinding elements direct pedestrians to destinations
inside of a defined district, like the Medical Mile, or neighborhood.
Pedestrian wayfinding signs could include: directional signs, maps
signs, directories, civic landmarks, parking signs, or commercial
and corporation landmarks .

Above: City of Decatur, Alabama Wayfinding System, designed by
McWhorter Communications, INC.
(Source: www. mcwhorteroline.com)
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Recommendation 4: Redevelop
Historic Downtown
Location: U.S. 31 from 1St Ave West to SR 119

Historically, the stretch of U.S. 31 between 2nd
Street and SR 119 served as the commercial heart
of what is known as historic downtown Alabaster.
Presently, a mix of retail, institutional, and offices
uses exist along the portion of U.S. 31. Today,
approximately 33% of downtown buildings sit vacant.
As a result, the historic downtown has shifted from
the commercial center to a supporting node. The
northern portion of U.S. 31, along SR 119, and the
Propst Promenade are the main commercial areas in
the City.

Figure 3.5: Historic Downtown Redevelopment Concept

U.S. 31

•

2ND PL NW

1ST AVE W

2ND AVE SW

1ST ST SW

Several factors are constraints for future downtown
redevelopment, including the CSX railway, heavy
traffic along U.S. 31 and a shortage of parking
facilities in the area. Nonetheless, the close
proximity to other uses, its historical significance,
and architectural character have created a sound
and identifiable place/brand for Alabaster. Because
of this, many identify the historic downtown as an
important historical asset, a topic of community
pride, and the heart of the community.
To enhance the historic downtown’s role as the heart
of the community, there are six main objectives
related to redevelopment and design:
1. Create a support system for local business
owners through the establishment of a micro
Business Improvement District (BID) corridor,
or Main Street Initiative.
2. Encourage a complementary mixture of
commercial functions that are unique to and
supportive of existing downtown uses.
3. Consider adaptive use of existing buildings and
infrastructure into mixed-use buildings.

*Roads not labeled are proposed.

LEGEND
Mixed-Use Buildings
Neighborhood Commercial
Live-work Buildings
Existing Buildings
Buck Creek

4. Consider adding residential living options.
5. Maintain the pedestrian scale of development
and ensure pedestrian accessibility when
redeveloping.
6. Integrate the design of all uses so that there is
cohesiveness in use and appearance.
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Activate Existing and Vacant Spaces

In order to create a cleaner, safer, and more
attractive downtown corridor, support from
local business owners, new investors, and a
public investment will have to be made to attract
consumers. Suggestions are discussed below:
•

•

•

Encourage a complementary mixture of
commercial functions, like restaurants,
pharmacies, convenience stores, drycleaners,
jewelry stores, and other similar uses to locate
in the historic downtown.
Enliven vacant spaces through a pop-up
storefront, street art, new plantings, or cleanup initiative.
Activate the sidewalk with mobile vendors,
outdoor seating, and public events.

New Types of Development

The existing commercial spaces consists mainly of
activities along U.S. 31 for a distance of one or two
blocks. While the plan encourages conserving the
historic 1930’s structures, there are a few locations
that are recommended for redevelopment and/or
infill. In addition to filling vacancies, three sites are
recommended for redevelopment and /or infill and
are identified as follows (see Figure 3.5):
•

The area across from the existing downtown
(on the east side of U.S. 31)

•

U.S. 31 at 1St Avenue West

•

1St Street between 1st Avenue West and 2nd
Place SW

Each of the redevelopment and infill sites should be
built to the street side property line. The architecture
style should be compatible with the older buildings
in the downtown. In order to maximize the building
site, parking should be provided to the rear of the
buildings in shared parking lots with signage on the
street directing their access.

Shared Parking

Streetscape Improvements

The overall level of improvement of access and
visual quality will determine the ultimate character
of the historic downtown. The way one approaches
into historic downtown are extremely important
in providing the opportunity to announce one’s
arrival into the historic area, as well as the City of
Alabaster (coming from U.S. 31 or SR 119). Given
this, the current streetscape should be updated and
maintained to reflect the vibrant nature of the city.
While the existing streetscape could remain, several
improvements are recommended:
•

New wide sidewalks on both sides of U.S. 31.

•

Plant trees in existing bulb extensions, and in
newtree wells.

•

Add new pedestrian light posts where needed.

•

Add street furniture

Existing parking in the historic downtown consists
of 10 on-street parallel spots along the front of U.S.
31, as well as shared parking behind the existing
buildings. Currently, the shared parking behind the
historic downtown is located in CSX railway right-ofway. It is recommended that the City continue their
arrangement with CSX railway to allow for shared
parking, however, the City should consider altering
the existing spaces to allow for additional spots.
In addition to changing the dimensions of existing
parking, the City of Alabaster should promote and
encourage consumers to visit the Historic Downtown
using alternative means of transportation, like the
Buck Creek Trail and sidewalks.
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Recommendation 5: Industrial Road
Mixed-Use Developoment
•

Location: U.S. 31 at CR 66 / Industrial Road

The Industrial Road Mixed-use Development os
intended to serve as an activity center with a range
of land uses, primarily retail services and offices.
A proposed civic center and municipal park are
central to the design of this center, and help provide
institutional anchors. The area should be developed
in an integrated, pedestrian friendly manner and not
dominated by one land use.

Figure 3.6: Industrial Road MIxed-Use Development

Civic Center

To maintain existing governmental services in the
central corridor of Alabaster, it is recommended that
a new civic center be located just off of Industrial
Road, at the vacant Moultrie Feeders site and
adjacent property. As property lots come available
for purchase, there is the potential for land assembly
and redevelopment.
The preferred location at the intersection of
Industrial Road / CR 66 and Holland Drive is intended
to create a visual and activity focal point. Industrial
Road provides a linkage with Kingswood Church,
school, and proposed Buck Creek Trail extension. U.S.
31 provides access to Shelby Baptist Medical Center
and other medical providers.
The proposed civic center should provide a
combination of space for administrative, large
community, cultural, and activity uses. The mixeduse development area should be sited so that it
provides the following (see Figure 3.6):
•

A visual terminus looking northward along
Holland Drive to the natural wetland.

•

A public plaza that provides an outdoor
celebration/festival space, and casual seating.

•

Vehicular access from Industrial Road, Holland
Drive, and a connection to Willow Creek South
Lane.
Addition of complementary commercial and
mix-use properties to activate/anchor the

Civic Center

•

space during all hours of operation.

PARKING
DECK
HOLLAND
DRIVE

LEGEND
Mixed-Use Buildings
Neighborhood Commercial

MUNCIPAL
PARK

Institutional Stucture (Civic Center)

INDUSTRIAL DR

U.S. 3
1

Parking Deck
Existing Buildings
Proposed Trail Extension
Buck Creek
*Roads not labeled are proposed.
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New Municipal Park

A complementary park space is recommended at the
intersection of Industrial Road / CR 66 and Holland
Drive, situated in the floodplain of Buck Creek. The
location would provide a terminus for the proposed
extension of Buck Creek Trail. It would also provide a
recreational area for near-by residents and visitors,
as well as a venue for large events and festivals. The
park should include the following elements:
•

Seating area

•

Shade trees

•

ADA accessible gravel paths

•

Native plant cover

•

Small playground

•

Large civic gazebo

Parking

With the addition of a civic center and new
municipal park, parking will have to be addressed in
order for new businesses to thrive. It is recommend
that parking in this area be handled in three ways:
•

On-street parking in front of buildings along
Holland Drive.

•

Long term parking should be provided
collectively in shared pervious parking lots.
These should be located behind buildings with
signage on the street directing their access.

•

Shared parking deck for the proposed civic
center complex.

Policy 3.

Figure 3.7: An illustrative view of a new civic center.
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Recommendation 6: Shelby Baptist
Mixed-Use Development
•

Location: Intersection U.S. 31 at 2nd Street NE

The existing development within this section of
the Medical Mile consists of both commercial and
residential uses. Given its proximity to Shelby Baptist
Medical Center and historic downtown, these parcels
should be redeveloped to improve connectivity,
increase density, and create a sense of place (see
Figure 3.8).
Figure 3.8: Shelby Baptist MIxed-Use Development

U.S. 31

Concept

7th AVE NE

2ND ST NE

Mixed-Use Structures

Within a 1.5 mile radius of Shelby Baptist Medical
Center there are approximately 8,736 total housing
units, most of which are single-family detached
homes. Of these units, 77.2% of them are owner
occupied, 16.5% are renter occupied, and 6.3%
are vacant. It is projected that there will be
approximately 9,150 housing units by 2019. (U.S.
Census Bureau 2010 and ESRI 2014 forecasts). Given
this, there is an opportunity and need to diversify
the types of housing choices available along the
Medical Mile.
This plan recommends the development of four
mixed-use structures and approximately 21 live
work units within the Shelby Medical MixedUse Development area. The development would
provide an alternative to the dominate single-family
detached pattern currently present in Alabaster.
While at the same time, the mix of uses would bring
additional sales tax revenue into the City.
Mixed-use structures may include residential, office,
and commercial uses. Offices that host employment
and community oriented business such as doctor’s
offices, insurance agents, and neighborhood
conveniences are the primary emphasis of this
designation. Live / work buildings are intended to
provide a housing/business accommodation in order
to foster the development of small businesses and
artisans, provide more job opportunities, allow
homeowners to increase their quality of life by
reducing automobile usage, and encourage the
construction of a pedestrian realm.

LEGEND
Mixed-Use Buildings
5TH AVE NE

Neighborhood Commercial
Live-work Buildings
Existing Buildings
Proposed Trail Extension

*Roads not labeled are proposed.
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New development should conform to the following:
•

Buildings should be sited so that they frame
the street and their faces are oriented toward
the street, unless screened with vertical
landscaping, or decorative elements.

•

New commercial development should
be integrated with the surrounding
neighborhood.

Shelby Baptist Healing Garden

A pocket park is recommended at the intersection
of 5th Avenue Northeast and 2nd Street Northeast.
The location would provide a restorative setting for
hospital visitors, staff, and surrounding residents.
The healing garden should include the following
elements:
•

Seating area

The mixed use development should be
accessible to pedestrians.

•

Shade trees

•

Walking path

•

Vehicular access should be provided from 7th
Avenue Northeast, 2nd Street Northeast, and
5th Avenue Northeast.

•

Native plants that are fragrant, medicinal, or
have ephemeral characteristics.

•

Parking for the mixed-use development and
live work structures should be provided in the
rear of the structures.

•

Pedestrian scaled light posts

•

Sculpture or public art

•

Water features

•

•

On-street parking where feasible.

•

Pedestrian scaled light posts

•

New and widened sidewalks

•

Trees planted on both sides of the street

Figure 3.9: An illustration of Mixed-Use Development on U.S. 31 and 5th Avenue
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