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“We are Alabaster, Shelby County’s premier community
for families and businesses, striving for an even higher
quality of life and a bright future.”
This project was supported by funding from the Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham
(RPCGB) and the Birmingham Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Building Communities
Program.The contents of this document do not necessarily reflect the official views or policies of the
Birmingham MPO or the RPCGB. For more information on this program, please visit http://www.rpcgb.
org or call (205) 251-8139.
This plan was prepared as a cooperative effort of the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT),
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the Alabama Department
of Transportation (ALDOT), MPO and RPCGB as a requirement of Title 23 USC 134 and subsequent
modification under Public Law 109-59 (SAFETEA-LU) August 2005. The contents of the plan do not
necessarily reflect the official views or policies of the USDOT.

The contents of the Comprehensive Plan are designed to serve as a guide in the
public and private development of land and as such are not binding upon the City
of Alabaster when making specific land use decisions and public investments.
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What is an Overlay District?
Overlay Districts encourage a more uniform and aesthetically pleasing appearance. An overlay district is a
zoning tool that guides the future growth and character of an area in a manner consistent with the desired
vision for that road corridors. The overlay zoning district is placed “over” the base zoning in an area in order
to modify the base zoning’s regulatory standards.
The standards and guidelines would apply to all residential and non-residential new construction and
improvements in the overlay area that require building and/or sign permits, or to any modifications that are
made to the exterior appearance of existing buildings and parking. By establishing an overall standard of
design quality, an overlay district helps to avoid the visual chaos and functional inefficiencies of places where
design decisions are made independently with little or no regard for how they affect a neighboring property
or the perception of the area.

How to Use this Document

This document establishes the development standards and regulations that vary from the underlying base
zone district standards for the properties abutting State Route 119 and along the U.S. 31 Medical Mile in
Alabaster. All provisions described below are regulatory in nature and have the same force and effect as, but
are variations from, the standards set forth for the base zone districts in the zoning ordinance of the City of
Alabaster Code of Ordinances. Any final development construction plans submitted for approval under the
Corridors Overlay District will be reviewed for adherence to these provisions and to the provisions of the
base zoning that are not varied by the Corridors Overlay District.
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Article X. Corridors Overlay District
Section 1. Intent
Recognizing the special nature of certain
thoroughfares and the impact of the appearance
of corridors and their importance to the local
economy, the intent of the Corridors Overlay District
to establish minimum development standards and
regulations for properties within the respective
corridors regarding building development, building
design and orientation, land uses, site development,
landscaping, buffering and screening, access,
parking and signage. Overall, the Corridors Overlay
District is intended to encourage the improvement
of the architectural and visual character of the
corridors.
These standards and regulations shall be so applied
as to accomplish the following purposes:
1. To ensure that Alabasters’ primary traffic
corridors are developed and maintained in
a harmonious and compatible manner in
order to promote the economic development,
general welfare and safety of the community.
2.

To ensure creativity and compatibility of
the planning and design among land uses
in the corridors as well as to encourage a
responsible land ethic.

3. To minimize congestion by incorporating
access management principles into site
design.
4. To guide the placement, size, arrangement
and articulation of buildings.
5. To encourage reuse and redevelopment of
existing buildings and building lots.
6. To enhance property values through highquality design and cohesive placemaking.
7. To design signage as an integral part of the
overall building design.
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Section 2. Establishment of
District Boundaries
These regulations shall apply to all lots, parcels and
tracts that have any frontage upon the following
rights-of-ways within the corporate limits of the City
of Alabaster:
1.

U.S. Highway 31 Medical Mile

2.

State Route 119

The properties are identified on, and established by,
the official zoning map approved by the city council
and administered by the planning and zoning
department.

Section 3. Compliance
Permitted land uses and all development standards
in the City’s Zoning Ordinance, Subdivision
Regulations, Building Codes, and other applicable
development-related codes and ordinances that
apply to the base zoning district in which any
property is located shall apply in developing any
such property along the Corridors Overlay District
unless otherwise provided specifically herein.
In cases where any of the Corridors Overlay
District’s requirements conflict with base zoning
requirements, the more stringent requirements
shall apply. Only the potential development of the
subject property is affected.
Any property developed as single-family residential
shall be excluded from the requirements of this
Corridors Overlay District.
Compliance with the Corridors Overlay District
standards and regulations shall be required as
follows:
•

Full compliance with the land use, building
and development standards shall be required
when:

•

Property is redeveloped or vacant property is
developed.
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•

The total building square footage of any
expansion(s) is greater than 25% of the total
building square footage of all improvements
on the lot prior to expansion.

•

When a new structure is built on a lot with
multiple structures, the new structure shall
be in compliance with all the development
standards.

•

Compliance with the landscaping, buffering
and screening standards and the sidewalk and
street tree provisions shall be required when:

•

The total building square footage of any
expansion(s) is between 10 percent and 25
percent of the total building square footage
of all improvements on the lot prior to
expansion, or

•

•

Expansions shall not be constructed on the
front, street side, of a structure, unless the
proposed expansion would bring the structure
more into compliance with the standards of
this Corridors Overlay District.

•

Compliance with the Signage Standards in
Section 16 shall apply when a sign permit is
required, including the replacement of a sign
panel, according to the following provisions:

•

New signs shall comply with all Signage
Standards.

•

Existing single tenant signs shall be brought
into compliance when a change to the sign
requires a sign permit.

•

•

•
4

The value of any one building permit or the
value of multiple building permits reaches
25 percent or more of the total value of all
improvements on the lot prior to application
for the building permit.

Existing multi-tenant signs of a type permitted
in the overlay district (monument, pillar,
projecting, wall mounted) may be permitted
for individual tenant sign change without
achieving full compliance as to size, location,
and illumination.
Existing multi-tenant signs of a type
prohibited in the overlay district (polemounted, etc.) shall be permitted to install
new sign panels. Panels installed must be
compliant with the illumination standards.
Notwithstanding the above, a non-conforming

sign damaged by any involuntary means may
be reconstructed to its pre-damage condition.

Section 4. Regulatory
Interpretation Process
The City of Alabaster Planning and Zoning Official
is empowered to make interpretations of the
requirements stated within the Corridors Overlay
District. Appeal of the Planning and Zoning Official’s
interpretation may be filed with the City Council.

Section 5. Application
Procedures and Site Design
Prior to beginning of any design or preparation of
drawings or plats, the applicant or his or her agent
are encouraged to schedule a planning meeting
with City of Alabaster staff (city engineer, building
official, fire official, and city planner) to discuss the
overall proposed development plan for the land and
general conformance with the Corridors Overlay
District and the comprehensive plan.
Prior to issue of a building permit for property
located in the Corridors Overlay District, the
applicant or his or her agent shall submit a site
plan and accompanying information to the City
of Alabaster Planning Commission. The applicant
should meet with the planning and zoning
coordinator to review the proposed site plan, prior
to preparation and submission of the final site plan.
The site plan shall be drawn to a scale no smaller
than one inch equals 50 feet and shall show the
following information:
1. Size, area, boundary lines, dimensions and
street frontage of the subject property;
2. Location of proposed land uses;
3. Location of parking areas and means of
vehicular ingress and egress;
4. The location, size and dimensions of
functional open space and buffers;
5. Location and dimensions of service yards;
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6. Location, height, other dimensions and floor
area of buildings;
7. Driveways, accommodations for pedestrians,
parking areas, existing and proposed parking
spaces, access aisles and other vehicle
maneuvering areas, along with all required
landscaping;
8. Exterior lighting, fire hydrants and stormwater
retention and detention facilities;
9. Outside appearance and exterior finishes of
buildings;
10. The distance between each building and the
front, rear and side building setbacks;
11. The percentage of the parcel devoted to
each proposed use, including functional open
space;
12. Building height and number of floors in each
building;
13. The number of parking spaces and dimensions
of all parking areas; and
14. Parking, driveway and sidewalk paving
materials.
15. Sufficient information and detail to clearly
demonstrate that all applicable requirements
and standards of this Article are fully satisfied.
The site plan shall be accompanied by:
1. A current survey and legal description of the
subject property.
2. The proposed density of land use for the
subject property with tabulations by acreage
and the percentage of the property to be
occupied by each use, including functional
open space.
3. A copy of any covenants or restrictions to
which the property is subject.
4. A copy of any proposed covenants or
restrictions which will be imposed upon the
property or any improvements thereon.
5. A development schedule indicating the
approximate commencement and completion
dates of the development, and any phases
thereof if the development is to be developed
in phases.
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6. Certification that building orientation,
materials and architectural treatments comply
with the requirements of Sections 8 and 9.
7. An access management plan which shows
compliance with Section 10. Proposed
median access cuts must be approved by the
Alabama DOT prior to submission of the site
plan and access management plan.
8. Parking and access standards that are in
compliance with Section 11.
9. A landscaping, buffering and screening plan
that shows compliance with Section 12,
including the location and dimensions of all
buffers and landscaping areas, as well as the
type and size of plant material proposed for
those areas.
10. Screening walls and fences shall be
compatible in color and materials of the
building on the premises, which show
compliance with Section 13.
11. An exterior lighting plan that should be in
compliance with Section 14.
12. A grading plan which shows all areas of cut
and fill and the grade of all finished floor
elevations in relation to the elevation of
the highway pavement which adjoins the
property, and that is in compliance with
Section 15.
13. Proposed sign regulations that shows
compliance with Section 16, including the
type, size and location of all building wall
and freestanding signs proposed for the
development.
14. An erosion and sedimentation plan which
meets or exceeds the Alabama Department
of Environmental Management’s Best
Management Practices.
15. When required by the city, a comprehensive
traffic analysis indicating the probable effect
of the proposed development on traffic
patterns and capacities of adjacent streets in
the immediate area, prepared by a registered
professional engineer.
16. A fire protection plan, showing the location
of all proposed fire hydrants and fire
access lanes, as well as a description of all
fire protection measures and devices for
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structures.
17. Designation of the architectural review
committee and review process that shall
govern the construction of all improvements
in the Corridors Overlay District.
18. Other plans or specifications necessary to
show compliance with this Article.

Section 7. Permitted Uses
Permitted uses, both by right and by special use
permit, in the Corridors Overlay District are listed
Table 1.1. Any type of land use that is not listed as a
permitted use is prohibited in the Corridors Overlay
District.

Section 6. Modifications
The natural landscape and man-made environment
may present difficulties in compliance with some
standards of the Corridors Overlay District. Based on
site-specific issues, modifications to the standards
may be necessary. Modifications may be permitted
because of the exceptional narrowness, shallowness
or shape of a specific piece of property, exceptional
topographic condition, or other extraordinary and
exceptional condition of a property. The condition
shall be unique to the subject property and
generally not prevalent to other properties in the
general area, or have been created by the previous
actions of any person having an interest in the
property after the effective date of this ordinance.
Any standard within the Corridors Overlay District
may be modified, insofar as the intent of the
standard is being met; the modification results
in better urban design for the neighborhood as a
whole; and the modification does not impede or
burden existing or future development of adjacent
properties. Any standards that shall not be modified
are explicitly noted as such in the code.
Modifications shall be approved by Planning
Commission or its designee. Minor modifications –
deviations of 20 percent or less – may be approved
by the Planning Commission’s designee. Any
determination made by the Planning Commission’s
designee may be appealed to the Planning
Commission within seven business days. Major
modifications – deviations of over 20 percent
or more – may be approved by the Planning
Commission.
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Table 1.1: Permitted Uses in the Corridors Overlay District

Land Use
Business office
Professional office
Government office
Public/Private non-profit
Medical Clinic
Barber/Beauty Shop
Child care/Adult Care Center
Drugstore/Pharmacy
Mail and Packaging service
Restaurant, seated in
Restaurant, takeout
Restaurant, drive-thru
Business service (photocopy/
faxing/shipping)
Catering
Discount/Department store
Assisted Living Establishment
Single Family Dwellings (SFD)
Dwellings (loft-style)
Dwellings multi-family
Mixed-use buildings
Banking/finance (excluding cash
advance/title loans)
Dance/gymnastics/martial arts/
music academy
Dry cleaning pickup
Hardware store
Retail (less than 5000 sq.ft)
Retail (exceeding 5000 sq.ft.)
Art gallery
Art studio
Art/hobby supply
Book shop
Stationary, stamps
Photography shop/supply
Gift shop
Newstand/magazines
Jeweler (fine retail, not pawn/
resale)
Sporting Goods
7

U.S. 31 Medical Mile

State Route 119

P
P
P
P
P

P
P
P
P
P

SE

P

SE
P
P
P
P
SE

P
P
P
P
P
P

P

P

N
N
N
N
N
N
P

P
P
N
N
N
N
P

SE

SE

P

P

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

P

P

P

P
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Land Use
Tailor/seamstress
Toy shop
Bakery/confections/candy
Shoe shop/repair
Hotel/Motel
Bed & Breakfast
Home Decorating shop
Research/Laboratory/Testing
Coin-operated Laundry
Convenience store/Gas station
Off-premise Alcoholic Bev. Sales
On-premise Alcoholic Bev. Sales
(bars/lounges)
Automobile Dealership (New/
Used)
Carwash
Funeral Home
Indoor Recreation
Outdoor Recreation
Flea Markets
Auto Repair (minor)
Furnishings (Flooring/Furniture)
Grocery store (< 10,000 sq.ft)
Shopping Center
Coffee shop/tea room
Radio/TV Broadcast studio
Utilities (electric/gas, etc.)

U.S. 31 Medical Mile

State Route 119

P
P
P
P
P
SE
P
SE
N
N
N

P
P
P
P
P
SE
P
P
P
SE
P

N

SE

N

SE

N
SE
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
P
SE
SE

SE
SE
P
SE
N
SE
P
P
P
P
SE
SE

P-Permitted
SE-Special Exception
N-Not permitted
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Section 8. Building Standards
The building standards for the Corridors Overlay District are listed in Table 1.2 and shall apply to all
development in the corridor, except single family detached dwellings.
Table 1.2: Building Standards

Setbacks:
Minimum building front setback line
Maximum building front setback line
Minimum building side setback line
Minimum rear building setback line:
Adjacent to residential
Adjacent to non-residential
Building Configuration:
Maximum building height
Minimum first floor height
Minimum % glazing of street wall:
First floor
Additional floors
Lot Occupation:
Minimum facade width

9

Mixed Use or Commercial
Use

Civic Use

5 feet
50 feet

5 feet
50 feet

According to base zoning
20 feet
5 feet

According to base zoning
5 feet

60 feet
14 feet

60 feet
14 feet

40%
25%

40%
25%

45% of the lot must be occupied by the building
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Section 9. Architectural
Treatment Design
Standards
The following standards shall apply to all
development in the corridor, except single family
detached dwellings:

Facades
•

•

Blank walls facing streets shall be prohibited.
Construct facades that are varied and
articulated with large windows at the street
level, and primary entrances directly on the
street.
The maximum length of an uninterrupted
facade plane shall be 30 feet. Building wall
offsets, projections and recesses up to 4 feet,
and/or pilasters shall be used to break up the
mass of a single building into bays.

Materials
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•

Building exteriors must be built or clad with a
high-finish material, such as (but not limited
to): brick, natural or artificial stone, concrete
(finished should be architectural level), brick
veneer, metal panels (individual or systems),
glass curtain wall systems and hardy board.

•

Prohibited materials: plywood, plastics,
applied stone, metal buildings, vinyl or
aluminum siding and applied siding.

•

The number of exterior building materials
shall be minimized to three, with one serving
as the dominant cladding.

•

Primary exterior building materials shall not
change at outside corners and shall wrap the
corner a minimum of 10 feet.

•

False mansard roofs are prohibited.

Colors
•

The number of exterior building colors shall
be minimized to three.

•

Bright, intense or fluorescent colors are
prohibited.

Permitted Awnings
In addition to requirements placed on awnings by
existing codes and ordinances, awnings shall comply
with the following requirements:
A. Length: No awning shall exceed 25 ft. in
length.
B. Materials: Awnings constructed of plastic,
fabric or other material that is glossy in
texture are not permitted. Canvas or other
durable material is preferred. The colors and
patterns shall complement the building.
C. Shape: Awnings shall reflect the shape and
character of window openings.
D. Lighting: Awnings shall not be internally
illuminated.
E. Non-structural awnings, covered with cloth,
plastic or other fabric, shall not project more
than seven feet from the building wall shall
not be lower than eight feet or higher than 14
feet above grade and shall not be internally
illuminated.

Massing
For a building to avoid long, monotonous,
uninterrupted walls or roof places facing streets,
the maximum length of an uninterrupted facade
plane shall not exceed 30 feet in length. Building
wall offsets, projections and recesses up to 4 feet,
pilasters, or a change in material or color shall be
used to break up the mass of a single building into
bays.

Alabaster Forward: Appendix F Corridors Overlay District

10

Appendix F: Corridors Overlay District

Glazed Area
A commercial or mixed-use building must provide
a minimum of 40 percent of the front facade on
the ground floor as clear or lightly tinted windows,
doors, or other treatments sufficiently transparent
to provide views into the interior of buildings.
Additional floors shall have a minimum of 25
percent glazing. The first floor glazed calculation
shall be based on the facade area measured to a
height of 14 feet from grade.

Building Presentation at Corner Lots

Buildings located at the intersection of two streets
shall address both streets with architectural and/or
massing elements, including porches, windows, bay
windows and other façade projections and features.
For the purpose of this standard, a service lane is
not a street.

Section 10. Access
Standards
All parcels which adjoin private property shall either
share access with adjoining properties or have
access to a frontage road.
A. The number and location of access points to
the highway shall be determined as part of
the site plan review process.
B. Cross Access and Joint Access. Cross Access,
which allows for vehicles to pass between
properties without entering the public rightof-way, and/or Joint Access, a shared driveway
providing access to multiple properties via
one driveway, shall be required, unless the
adjoining property is zoned for residential
use and recommended for residential use in
the master plan. An easement agreement
which provides for the mutual right of ingress
and egress for both property owners shall be
recorded with the Register of Deeds and be
referenced on a final plat and in any restrictive
covenants, and shall be referenced on the site
plan.
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C. Driveway Access. Access to the highway may
be prohibited from any tract having access
to a street intersecting the highway or any
tract with frontage on the highway which has
access through an existing joint-use access
easement or driveway. Otherwise, access to
the highway shall be limited to one driveway.
If no other access options are available, 2 per
highway frontage for parcels with 400 or more
feet of frontage, joint and cross use provisions
required
D. Driveway Location. Maximum practical
spacing between driveways shall be required.
Unless otherwise approved by the city
engineer, no driveway accessing the highway
shall be located:
•

Closer than three hundred feet (300) from
the nearest adjacent driveway, unless no
other access is available to a parcel of
land;

•

Where the sight distance is less than ten
times the posted speed limit;

•

On the inside radius of a curve; or,

•

Where the roadway grade of the highway
exceeds seven and one-half percent
(7.5%).

E. Intersections. Minimum spacing between
local streets intersecting the highway shall be
six hundred feet (600) and between collector
streets shall be one thousand, three hundred
and twenty feet (1,320); and, improvements
to intersections will be based upon a review of
a professional traffic analysis.
F. Highway Median. Any highway median should
be designed and landscaped to be compatible
with the intent of these regulations. The
number of median breaks on the highway
should be minimized. All future connecting
streets should align with median breaks to the
greatest extent practicable.
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Section 11. Parking and
Access Standards
Surface Parking
•

•

•

Surface parking shall be located behind,
beside or beneath buildings on all lots except
as follows: One module of parking (two rows
and a drive aisle) is permitted between the
building and the street.
Parking areas that accommodate 4 or more
vehicles shall be separated from buildings a
minimum of 8 feet in order to accommodate a
sidewalk and planting area.
Parking lot lighting shall be appropriate in
function and scale for both the pedestrian
and the vehicle. Lighting that minimizes
light trespass, pollution, and uplight shall be
utilized. Luminaire styles, colors, and finishes
shall complement the architectural features of
the development.

Section 12. Landscape,
Buffering and Screening
Standards
Parking Lot Screening
Parking lots and driveways adjoining a public street
shall be screened to a height of three feet by walls,
berms, landscaping, or a combination of these.
If landscaping is used, the planting bed shall be a
minimum of six feet wide.

Containers and Loading Docks
All solid waste, recycling, and yard trash containers
(except litter containers), grease containers, and
loading docks shall be located in parking areas, or
at the side, or rear of a building, furthest from the
public sidewalk. They shall be screened to minimize
sound and visibility from abutting sidewalks or
streets, excluding service lanes.

Drive-throughs

Equipment Visibility

Drive-throughs should be located to the rear of
buildings. If drive-throughs are located to the side of
buildings, their width shall be limited to two lanes
and they shall be recessed from the front facade
by a minimum of 20 feet. In no case shall drivethroughs be located at the corner of two public
rights-of-way.

All outdoor equipment, such as heating, cooling,
and ventilation systems, utility meters and panels,
shall be placed on the roof, in the rear or side of
buildings, or be located so as to minimize visibility
from public property and shall be visually screened
from view from off the premises. Mechanical
equipment shall not be allowed along the frontage
of a public way. Mechanical equipment on the
roof shall be screened from abutting streets with
parapets or other types of visual screening.

Vehicular Drop-offs
Vehicular drop-off areas shall not be curb cuts
but ramps to the level of the sidewalk. Drop-off
areas shall be articulated through paving patterns,
bollards, landscaping, and other means that limit
the impact of conflicts between vehicles and
pedestrians.

12
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Section 13. Fence and Wall
Standards
A. Screening walls and fences shall match the
color and materials of the building on the
premises.
B. Fences and walls within the front setback and
in front of buildings on side property lines
facing public streets shall be constructed
durable wood, brick, brick, masonry, vinyl,
ornamental iron or aluminum, or that which
is designed and fabricated to appear as wood,
or a combination of these materials. Chain
link, plastic or wire fencing is not permitted
within the front setback or between buildings
and the street.
C. Fences and walls shall not restrict traffic
intersection sight lines.
D. Fences and walls constructed between the
principal building and the street (excluding
alleys) shall not exceed 4 feet in height.

Section 14. Exterior
Lighting
A. Lighting for all parking areas shall be
appropriate in function and scale for both the
pedestrian and vehicular traffic. Street lighting
should increase in scale at intersections.
B. “Box” or “cobra” style lighting is prohibited.
C. All illumination shall be shielded from
adjacent properties.
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Section 15. Grading and
Drainage
A. Except for retaining walls, smooth topographic
transition shall be provided throughout the
site and between properties. Slopes steeper
than 1:3 rise to run are prohibited.
B. The exterior surface of retaining walls shall
be compatible with the architecture and site
design of the property.
C. Retaining walls which exceed 8 feet in height
and are visible from public property shall be
visually screened with vegetation.
D. In areas which are visible from public
property, subsurface drainage structures and
grass swales shall be used to manage storm
water. Open ditches are prohibited.
E. The use of crushed granite or limestone
for slope stabilization and storm drainage
is prohibited in the public right-of-way and
areas which are visible from the through and
auxiliary lanes of highway.
F. Prior to issue of a certificate of occupancy
for the premises, all slopes shall be stabilized
with grass or other evergreen groundcover or
other vegetation.

Section 16. Signage
Standards
Prohibited Signs

D. Exterior lights shall not exceed 20 feet in
height.

•

Billboards, animated, flashing, chasing,
running or sequential signs are not permitted

E. Light poles and fixtures shall be compatible
with the architecture of the buildings on the
premises.

•

All portable signs, including parked vehicles
with signs expressly for advertising, are not
permitted.

F. Flashing, blinking or intermittent lights or
neon tubing, are prohibited.

•

Pole banners and streamers are not
permitted.

•

Refer to the City of Alabaster Sign Regulations
Ordinance for additional regulations.
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Design and Materials
•

Simple overall shapes are preferred over
complex geometries.

•

Signs shall be professionally designed and
constructed using high-quality materials.

•

•

Copy limited to valance or vertical face of
awning or canopy shall be no greater than
50% of height or 12 inches, whichever is less.

Well designed, hand-painted signs are
permitted.

•

Copy limited to 50% of horizontal width of
awning.

•

Sign colors should be compatible with the
colors of the building façade.

•

Awnings without valances may have copy not
exceeding 30% of area.

•

A dull or matte finish is encouraged to reduce
glare and enhance legibility.

•

Signs shall not obscure key architectural
elements, doors or windows.

•

•

Marquee type signs for announcements of
activities taking place at the location are
prohibited (exceptions: churches, schools and
institutional uses).

Only one free-standing sign per parcel or
platted lot shall be permitted, unless the
parcel is a corner lot in which case two (2)
shall be allowed.

•

Free-standing signs shall be supported on a
solid base such as a pylon or two column sign
designed to complement the architecture of
the building or complex to which it pertains.

•

A landscaped base or architecturally detailed
plinth is required.

•

The height limit for a free-standing sign shall
be 20 feet measured from average grade of
parcel.

•

Maximum sign area shall be 50 square feet.

•

or buildings with four or more tenants, City
staff may allow a maximum of 100 square
feet.

•

Letter height shall not exceed 12 inches.

•

Signs for multiple businesses shall be of
similar material and design.

•

Channel letter signs shall have metal frames
and plastic faces, or in the case of reverse
channel letter signs, metal faces and frames
and plastic backs.

Lighting

14

Permitted Signs: Awning and Canopy
Signs

•

Lighted signs shall be spotlighted, externally
lit, or back-lit with a diffused light source.

•

Spotlighting should completely shield all light
sources; light should be contained primarily
within the sign frame.

•

Backlighting should illuminate only the letters,
characters or graphics on the sign, but not its
background.

•

Neon signs are discouraged, including open
face channel letter signs.

•

Light emitting diode (LED) signs are
prohibited.

•

Pulsating, flashing, running or rotating lights
are not permitted, other than signs depicting
time, temperature and gasoline prices.

•

Illuminated plastic box signs are not
permitted.

Permitted Signs: Free-standing Signs

Permitted Signs: Monument Signs
•

Monument signs shall not exceed 30 square
feet in area, excluding the support structure,
and may not be more than 3 ½ in height
within 15 feet of a driveway or street or 5 feet
in height otherwise.

Alabaster Forward: Appendix F Corridors Overlay District
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Appendix F: Corridors Overlay District

Permitted Signs: Wall Signs
•

All signage affixed to buildings shall conform
to the City of Alabaster’s Sign Regulations
Ordinance.

•

Wall signs shall not extend above an eave line
or parapet.

Permitted Signs: Window Signs
•

Window signs shall not cover more than 15%
of the window area with letters not to exceed
10 inches in height.

Flags and Flagpoles
•

Face size of flags shall not exceed five by eight
feet.

•

Flags shall be limited to constitutional flags
only (City, County, State and Federal).

•

The total number of flagpoles per parcel or
platted lot shall be limited to one.

•

Pole height shall be limited to 30 feet
maximum from average grade of parcel.

Temporary Signage
•

Real Estate signs shall be allowed as long as
the property is being actively marketed for
sale or lease and limited to one per parcel or
platted lot.

•

Overall sign area is limited to 32 square feet.

•

Construction signs are permitted during
construction activity only.

•

Overall sign area is limited to 32 square feet.
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